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“STALKING THE BEAR WITH TECHNOLOGY

hen the first atomic scientists start-
ed experimenting with nuclear ma-
terials, they would push two lumps of
Uranium-235 together slowly until a dan-
gerous blue halo formed. Pushing the
material toward imminent critical mass
was a sport called “tickling the dragon,”
roughly analogous to poking a beehive
with a sharp stick, but with much more
serious implications. The same principle
applies in the activities of Phil Henry and
Gray Electronics.
In conjunction with radar detector
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maker Uniden, Henry has outfitted a
midnight-black GMC Typhoon with
more electronic eavesdropping equip-
ment than a Russian trawler. The pur-
pose? To send the patently unstealthy
vehicle on snooping missions around
the country to learn about speed-law
enforcement and the technology ar-
rayed by police to catch speeders. The
data, including intelligence gathering on
highway-patrol communications fre-
quencies, will be used to update Hen-
ry’s “National Highway Patrol Reference

Guide.” The complicated electronics
suite may be the most complete signal-
gathering platform outside the National
Security Administration. It includes two
radar detectors, one radar/laser detec-
tor, two frequency scanners, a CB radio,
one VHF/FM transceiver, a cellular
phone, an electronic automobile com-
pass, and two ultrasophisticated devices
to monitor police broadcasts and deter-
mine unknown frequencies. Electronic
countermeasures weren't overlooked, ei-
ther, with active X-band and K-band mi-
crowave transmitters onboard. Henry
promises an after-action report.

BRIEFLY NOTED

Is That Truck Exhaust or Did Some-
one Order Fries? Here's an alt-fuel pro-
ject vehicle for you: Progessive Farmer
magazine is testing a new Chevrolet
pickup truck modified to run on a blend
of 80-percent diesel and 20-percent soy-
bean oil. An editor said of the truck,
dubbed Bean Cooker II, “When you
crank it up, it smells like French fries”




