
b y Da n S an c he z 
P!-10TOGRAPI-1Y: MAn EMERY l BOB RYDER 

The Tl'IIckin' Nationals Plays Host 
to Our Industry PerrOt'mance Test 

ce 
Truck Sh #3 

Our day began With a qUid lesson In drag raCing from Jim 
Hughes of Hughes Performance. Here he demon5trated to our 
group of partlClpanh the te<:hmques of staging and running 
down the quarter-mile 

III espite the fact that we had half the number of trucks for this year's 

Performance Truck Shootout, we are very appreciative of the efforts put forth 

by the participants who did make the trip out to Phoenix. Considering the drive to 

Firebird Raceway in Phoenix is a tong one, it did take an extra effort - in terms of 

food and lodging - to attend this year's meet. Nonetheless, there was an excellent 

representation of bolt-on performance items on several different trucks. The 

Performance Truck Shootout is a forum in which aftermarket manufacturers of perfor­

mance truck products can demonstrate the amount 01 horsepower and torque 

increase that their products are capable of achieving In a real-world environment. 

Although dyno results work well, the 
numbers val)' depending on the tem­
perature, the time of day the test is con­
ducted, and who is operating the dyno. 
But on the dragstrip there's no room for 
errors, and the quaner-mile times are 
indicative of the amount of power 
increase you would receive on your 
own truck if it were outfltted with the 
bolt-on performance items demonstrat­
ed by our participants. 

Our day at the track began early when 
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Ed,tor Dan Sanchez and Edltonal DIrector Kevin WIlson welromed 
ev~ryone to the event and gave a bIt of instructIon to the partIcIpants 
as to how the event would be carned out, 

Although th,s IS not an oprn rompetltlOn, the qUIckest truck was Guy 
Lavy's 11,09-semnd GMC Cyclone ThIs trud. made a few paS'ies befort' 
the NHRA track offiCIals banned It f,om the t,ad.. Apparently they 
thought It was a stock truck, and It dIdn't have a dnveshaft loop. full 
cage, and other !>.]fety features 

our participants staned showing up at 
6 a.m. NHRA officials checked each 
truck, and Jim Hughes of Hughes Pcr­
fonnance Products, a veteran drag racer 
and instructor, gave our panicipants a 
lesson in dragstrip etiquette and safety, 
Once the safety concerns were attended 
to, the panicipants were allowed to run 
on the Firebird Raceway track as many 
times as they felt necessary. Many of 
them experimented with difTerent com­
binations, while others simply wanted 

to improve their quaner-mile times, 
The morning session afTorded us the 

opponunity \0 gather as much infonna­
tion as we could about all of the 
prospective panicipants and their vehi­
cles before the afternoon sun invaded 
our wt'"Ckend retreat and made life on 
the track unbearahle. Although we 
don't tout this as a competition, every­
one always wants 10 know who was the 
fastest. This year, that distinction 
belonged to Guy Lavy of Chatswonh, 

California, who brought out his '91 
GMC Syclonc that was slightly 
"tweaked~ by Kenne Bell. The Syclonc 
is SO-state emissions legal and ran on 
92 pump gas and a catalytic converter. 
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With 18 pounds of boost pumping into 
a modifIed 264d V-6 block, the Sydone 
proved to be too tough for most of the 
other competitors. Although Guy's 
truck was the fastest, it didn't exempli­
fy a typical upgrade that most con­
sumers would do or could accomplish. 
Likewise, trucks such as thc Airdid 
Chevy Silverado accomplished a 
\3.21-second quaner-milc pass at 
\02.61 mph, with a ISO shot of nitrous 
oxide from NOS. This '99 Chevy was 
also equipped with an Airaid air intake 
system, Flowmaster exhaust, and a 
Hypertech perfonnance computer up­
grade. Equally impressive was the 
Arizona Speed & Marine truck, which 
was outfItted with only a Whipple 

~ TRUCKIN' MARCH 2000 

Many 01 them exPlll'imented with different CII1Ibinatioos, while 
others simply wanted to inprove their quarter· mile limes. 

Supercharger, ASM headers, and an 
after-cat exhaust system. This truck 
managed to pull off a 13.52 quarter­
mile time at a speed of \02.32 mph. 

Although there were some very 
impressive trucks at our third Per­
formance Truck Shootout, we couldn't 
help but notice the performance of 
TRO's Toyota Tacoma. This '97 mode! 
truck was equipped with a 3.4L V-6 and 
ran an incredible 12.02 at a rate of 
112.59 mph at the qunncr-mile pass. 
This truck was equipped with the 
TRD{Eaton Supercharger, high-flow 
headers and exhaust, and a 125hp shot 
of nitrous oxide from NOS. With 6 
pounds of boost and lots of nitrous, this 
truck also required the use of 100-oc­
tane unleaded racing fuel. 

The other trucks in the field were just 
as impressive, induding the two 
propane-injected Ford and Dodge 
diesels from Bully Dog Technologies. 
Both big rigs ran low IS-second quar­
ter-mile passes. Equally impressive 

weTC the two Ford Lightnings from Ford 
SVO. Both trucks ran consistent low-
14-second quaner-mile passes. The 
lowest time was 13.9 seconds by Jason 
Demchak from Ford SVT. 

All of the participants had something 
to be proud of, and they defmitely 
showed off their respective components. 
The real benefil of this event is for the 
consumer. This show offers consumers 
the opponunity to see the potential ben­
efitS that can be reaped from adding var­
ious performance products to their pick­
ups. Each of the panicipanrs had their 
vehicles photographed and there was a 
shon biographical statement that in­
fonned attendees about what compo­
nents were on each truck. Obviously, 
there are some trucks in our shootout 
that can be duplicated at a minimal cost, 
but there are some that had extensive 
modifications that aT{' more expensive to 
duplicate. Nevertheless. take the infor­
mation provided here and apply them to 
your own truck. TR 

E><IeOOed coverage 00 page 40 
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VIlRTECII '95 FORD lIGHTNING 
Alan Roth/gun, Oak "art, CallflH'lf/a, 
Alan has brought hls Lightning to all of our 
shoo\outs, and Phoenix was no exception. This 
time he had some computer ploblerns that limit­
ed his limes to only one good pass. This truck, 
however. is outfitted with a 351 W and a Bassani 
header and exhaust system. The Vortech 
supercharger makes more than 20 pounds oJ 
boost and is aided with a lSOhp NOS nitrous 
oxide system. With this much boost. the truck 
requ ires tOO-octane unleaded racing gasoli r.a. 

17. 77 E.1-
175.4 MPH 

PIIIIIIp Klassen, Abetdeen, 1dah6. 
This stock 5.9L diesel uses a Van Aken CPC """"m,m,,, I 
ch ip and the Bully Dog propane charger. This i 

into the cyl inder as a means of add ing a boost o:,~:':::::; 
er to the diesel eng ine wilh excellent resu lts W~h 
five-speed transmission and wheels and tires 

Les Schwab. this diesel surprised us with times ,~,'" '"'"' 
stock Chevy Silverado Standard Cab. This system 
state emissions legal. 

12.06 E. 1-
10B MPH 

TRUCKIN' MARCH 2000 

FrtHl4 Briu ~y, AnaIItIm Hills. Cit//fom/a. 
Here 's another serious truck that requires a large 
investment but pays off big. Piloted by Brice, this 
502 big-block uses a set 01 Ballenger headers aod 
a Lingenfelter intake system. A modified Premier 
Pertormanoo 700-R4 automatic is linked to an Art 
Carr 3,500-rpm stall converter and transmits the 
power to a Strange Engineeling-equipped Fab-9 
.earend. The truck uses a nitrous kit and 4.30 
gears to tear up the pavement with a set of 
Goodyear racing slicks. 

ROO DlCarlo, san Oima!, C8/ifomia. 
Although Rob had some problems 
with his truck, the 355ci small·bklck 
is outfitted with a Votte<: supercharg­
er pumping out t4 psi of boos!. A set 
of Hooker headers and Flowmasler 
exhaust are also used in conjunction 
with a Z-Industries custom PROM, 
and a multiport fuel-inje<:tion system. 
The truck also uses a modif ied 
4L60E automatic with a 3,OOO'rpm 
stall converter and a 4:10 geared 
rearend. A small shot of nitrous oxide 
also helped to propel th is serious 
truck into some quick quatter·mile 
times on 92-octane fuel . 

Extend&(! CQ"",age on pol1" 42 
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FUIID svt '99 RIIOIIGIIIM'iGS 
JastJn DemeIIaIt/ David McGuIre, 
DeatIJDm, MlichlfPIII_ 
The two guys that ran the most quarter 
mile passes were the Ford sva guys with 
the white and red Lightnings. These stock 
trucks ran consistently low-14-second 
passes: the white one running the best at 
13.9 seconds. This just goes 10 show thaI 
the Ughtnings are the woil<l's fastest pro­
duction pickups. 

TRUCKIN' MARCH 2000 

Guy /.avy, CllatswtNth, ClJlilDmla, 
ThiS highly modified 264c1 V-6 runs 18 pounds 01 
boost to create nea~y 650 hp. Yes, this is expen­
sive to duplicale. but it's certainly worth it: The 
truck is 50-state emissions legal , has a catalytic 
converter. and runs on 92-()Ctane fuel. The truck 
a.lso uses a Kenne Bell air intake system, a shit! ­
improvement kit , headers. and an a.fte r-cat exhaust 
system. 

John ~ Ed9Jman, SC6ttsdaJt, ArfmM. 
The S.3L Vortec V-8 is stock with the exception of an 
Airaid air intake system, J6A headers. Flowmasler 
exhaust , and a Hypertech Ch ip. An NOS nrtrous oxide 
system provides an additional 150 hp_ This is another 
very impressive truck that runs we ll on 92-oclane fuel 
and is 50-slate emissions legal. 

E><I<Inded oov<>rage on page 44 
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JET I'!IIfIRIWoCE I'RIIIU:TS 
'84IX11GERAM'AGE 
Sur! Murphy, Huntington Beach, Callfomill. 
Sean took a 2.2L turbo engine out of a wrecked. limited· 
editKln Shelby GLHS and placed it in this Rampage. The 
stock engine makes about 12 pounds of boost. When 
equipped wiltl a K&N intake and a SO·horse nitrous oxide 
kit, this lightweight, front·wheel-drive truck ran extremely 
wel l on a set of BFG Drag Radials. 

TRUCKIN' M ARCH 2000 

K~n Kraak, Sang AIIlI, california. 
This give·away pickup was built by Line-X 
and features a S.3L V-8 that has been 
modified with a Whipple supercharger. The 
truck usas a PaceSetter exhaust and 20· inch 
Billet Specialties wheels. 

PIli/lip KIasslIn, At.rdfIfHI, Idaho. 
The second membor of the Bully Dog team was this F·250 
Ford diesel with the same propane charger and a Superchip 
PROM installed. The miles per hour that this truck ran show 
the potential that this 49-state legal system has for increas· 
ing top-end horsepower and torque. 

e<1ended "<>vera51'> on page 46 
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rovOlA RACIIG 
IIIIBJIIf.INT'S '97 TACO\IA 
PsrJI utll8m, PfIWBr, CBI/fr)mlll. 
11 doesn't take a rOCket scientist to 
figure out that some modifications 
have been made to th is truck. 
Equipped with the TRO supercharg' 
er that makes 6 pounds of boost, 
th is truck also uses a 12Shp nitrous 
oxide system from NOS. The 3.4L 
V-6 has also been massaged to 
handle the abuse 01 extra power, 
slicks, and a 4.10 realaod ratio. With 
all thai cyl inder pressure, thl! trock 
required 103 octane. 

AIIIZII'IA SPIBl & MAlft'S 
'99 CIflY SIIIIIWlO 
Ed Capen, CIIamJ/er, Atlzlll!/I. 
We featured this truck in oor Dec. '99 issue, and a fan a mid-
14·second qua~er·mile pass. Since then, the guys at ASM tweaked 
the computer, and this !n.ICk ran almost a full second faster \hall rt 
did before. The In.(:k uses a Whipple superchatger that makes 7 psi 
01 boost, a Hypertedl chip, a Whipple intake system, as wen as 
ASM hearers and hiojl-ffow exhaust. A stock 4LSOE is also used, 
along \\ith the factory rearend using 3.73 gears. 

eX1ended coverage on pall" 48 
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MASTIR SllHI ROOS 
'88 8-10 
RIJbett SmlfJJ, TIIIIpII'. ArIzrma. 
Take II beat·up 5-10 and slip II 
'40s-looking fiberglass bo<ty over 
it. and yoo end up with II clean­
looking streeHod pickup. These 
guys have been doing Itlis con· 
version for several yean;, and 
since the truck resembles a '40 
automobile, any engine swap is 
applicable and legal. This one 
uses a stock 350 with a Flow­
master muffler and an Arizona 
Speed & Marine chip_ The intake 
was also upgraded to an ASM 
TBI system and uses a 700-R4 
automatic. 

'fi1 CIfVROlfI PEHII' 
DDUfI Blocker, PrescDtt, AtIztHla. 
OK, we wanted to see what you could 
do without any emissions restrictions 
and invited Doug and his awesome 
'57 Chevy to our event. His truck uses 
a 408-<:id small·OIock Chevy that is 
equipped with II host 01 NASCAR· 
style engine (;(lmponants. It makes 
680 hp. and the truck handles like it's 
on railS. With a Ford 9-inch .ear and 
3.70 gears, Doug's truck is sel up 
more for SCCA racing than it is for the 
quarter-mile track. S~II. this wheel· 
hopping '57 managed 10 pull off some 
decent ~mes. 
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