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Nearly 500 mini-truck owners combine 
enthusiasm for a weekend of fun 

in Middletown, Ohio 
BY MIKE SHARTSIS 

PHOTOGRAPHY: MIKE SHARTSIS & SHAUN CARLSON 

Several of the nation's hottest mini-truck happenings happen 
outside of sunny SaCal these days, so the MiniTruckin ' mag­
azine sIaM recently traveled east from sunny Cally to 

Middletown, Ohio - for the 5th Annual Midwest Truck Nationals. 
Hosted back on June 14-16 by the Special Events Periormance 
Series presented by Ford Trucks, over 500 show trucks combined 
enthusiasm for a weekend of super-fun at an an-new location, with 
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As one ollhe malor sponsors 01 the event, Tire America brought out I 
mobile Ure shop lor parl lclpants and spectators alike to shop Irom at 
show-only pricing . . 

all-new judges and a whole new format! All of the new additions 
helped raise the spectator attendance to well over the 7,000 mar1<.! 

The gates of Smith Park opened to the public at 9:00 a.m. 
Friday and by mid-afternoon thousands of Ohio and surrounding­
state spectators had already entered. Roaming the Ford Trucks 
show field revealed aisle after aisle of custom trucks, ranging from 
ultra slammed minis to nostalgic street rod-style haulers. Needless 
to say, spectators were treated to the best Middletown had to offer. 

Looking for truck accessories? The manufacturer's midway had 
plenty on display and representatives were available to answer 
Questions on several of their newest products. Some of the ven­
dors in attendance included NAPA, Trail Master Suspension, 
DynoMax Performance Exhaust, Street master Suspension, Weld 
Racing, Pepsi and Budweiser. t::> 

The Scrub City Hydraulic CompeUllon was very 
heated to say the least. This contestant 
perlorms a lew repairs between rounds. 
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Aha ... lhe famed 
Burn-Oul conlesl. 
loots like Ih ls 
contestant Is 
sll ilsmokln'j 

One ollhe besl 
T-shirt dulgns III 
summer long WIS 
the Midwest Truck 

Nals -100 bad 
you bId In be 

thefeto get one. 
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Gamn , gamn and mort 
games were planned and 

executed allhis year 's Midwest 
Truck Nals In Middletown, Ohio 

back on June 14-16, 1996. 

From Ihe look Of 
Ih ls crowd the 
Scrub City 
Hydraulic 
Display was 

_--.I the place to be 
- on Saturday 

aHernoonl 

Other happenings included drive-thru vehicle judging and regis­
tration for the Scrub City Hydraulics competition presented by 
Budweiser. As the twelve o'clock chime rang, the Hydraulic 
Competition began with competitors hittin' the switches for the 
crowd response. Needless to say, it made for some great photo 
opportunities! 

Sunday was the last day for Middletownians to view some of the 
nation's finest sport trucks - not to mention the famed Burn-Out 
contest. By three in the afternoon, all of the awards were given out 
and participants were on their way home. 

As you can tell , there were quite a few things to see and do at 
the 5th Annual Midwest Truck Nationals presented by Ford Trucks. 
But the fun isn't over yet... throughout the summer months, the 
ednors of MiniTruckin' magazine will be traveling to cities all across 
the nation following the Special Events Performance Series pre­
sented by Ford Trucks. Come on out and join the fun! For additio~­
al event scheduling contact Special Events at (317) 236-6515. k\f 


