COMPACT/MIDSIZE SPORT-UTILITY VEHICLES

GMC TYPHOON

1993 GMC Truck Typhoon

Vehicle Type:

Though based on the existing two-door |

mid-sized Jimmy sport utility vehicle,
the Typhoon differs vastly from its more
sedate sibling. Under the Typhoon's
hood is a massively-powerful tur-
bocharged V-6 engine with more power
than virtually anything in its class.

The drivetrain for the Typhoon is
also unique to this model, combining a
full-time all-wheel-drive system with an
automatic transmission and four-wheel
anti-lock brakes for high performance
in the truest sense. The all-wheel-drive
system is not intended for off-road
use, but is instead designed to aid
acceleration and cornering.

For 1993, the Typhoon gets minor
changes. The rear suspension has been
retuned for what GMC states is “better
road feel” and “reduced harshness.” The
driver's seat gets a six-way power

adjustment and the passenger seat |

receives a power lumbar feature.
Inside, the Typhoon also differs from

the Jimmy in its complete array of luxu- |

ry features. A major asset of the
Typhoon is the sports car-like instru-
ment panel. This replaces the clownish
variety found in other Jimmys.

Externally, the Typhoon is distin-
guished by its low stance, big tires and
alloy wheels, trick paint job and aero-
dynamic trim. Think of the Typhoon as
a sports car with a truck body and
extra cargo carrying ability.

To match its performance image,
the Typhoon is equipped with standard
leather upholstery and interior trim,
sport seats with a multitude of adjust-
ments, tilt steering wheel unique to this
model, a complete set of analog
gauges and an upgraded sound sys-
tem with available CD player.
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Engine And Drivetrain:

With 280 horsepower on hand and 350
foot-pounds of torque available, the
Typhoon is nothing short of a land-
bound rocket. Yet to harness the con-
siderable power, GMC has equipped
the Typhoon with an all-wheel-drive
system that sends 35 percent of the
engine’'s power to the front wheels and
65 percent to the rear. This system
ensures that the engine’s muscle won't
be wasted on spinning tires.

The only transmission is a four-
speed automatic. With all the power
from low rpm on up, the engine is
capable of a quick thrust without the
need for shifting.

Ride, Performance & Handling:

Heavily revised springs, shocks, sway
bars and new load leveling rear air
springs bring ride and handling char-
acteristics into the realm of sports cars
as well, and the massive P245/50 V-
rated tires generate impressive grip.

The Typhoon may look like a truck,
but its athletic abilities will be right out
of the sports car ranks. A 0 to 60 time
of just 6.5 seconds and lateral acceler-
ation on par with the likes of Porsches
and Ferraris make this a very serious
machine.

While some of the import brands
are heading upscale, few offer any
more standard equipment than the
Typhoon and none come even close in
terms of sheer performance. This is a
vehicle that can go, corner and stop as
well as some very expensive sports
sedans. Plus it has real station wagon
room. The only thing we might wish for
would be two more doors to expand
the potential market base.

FACTS AND FIGURES

AT A GLANCE

New for '93:
Rear suspension re-tune and moderate
interior additions.
Best features:
Powerful engine, full-time 4WD,
anti-lock brakes.

Best competition:
Oldsmobile Bravada.
Major options:

Compact disc player.
SPECIFICATIONS
Wheelbase: 100.5"
Length: 170.3"
Width: 68.2"
Helght: 60.0"
Curb welght: ....cccvieeienennreseassnnnes 3800 Ibs.
TTACKS F /P cunrinsagsiasvanssananantan 57.8"/58.0"
Payload: 900 Ibs.
TOWINE: .ocvvvvirrrrnrerinennn Not recommended.
Fuel capacity: 20 gal.
Mileage: 15/19
DRIVETRAIN
Engine type: V-6 turbo
Displacement:........cccccunensnsnnnnss 4.3 liters
Horsepower: 280 @4400
Torque: 360 @3600
Transmisslon: .....c.cc.coeevssvnrennsense.4-8p. aULO
Drive: Full-time 4WD
BODY & CHASSIS

Suspension, f&r: ......Independent, unequal
length control arms, torsion bars/solid
axle with leaf springs w/

electronic load leveling

Steering:............ Recirculating ball, power
Brakes, f/r: ...Disc/drum, power, anti-lock
Tires: P245/50VR-16
1993 PRICE
Estimated $29320
PERFORMANCE RATING
Interior room: 6
Ride comfort: 7
Engine: 10
Interlor design: ...... 8
Exterior design: 9
Acceleration: 10
Braking: 9
Load carrying: -4
Handling: 9
Quality: 6
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‘.1993 CHEVROLET LUMINA APV LS




