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I fs your fi rst time at a show and 
you can 't believe how many peo­
ple compete in car stereo. This is 
j ust entertainment, right7 Maybe. 

The other thing you can 't believe is 
how much money some of the sound 
buffs put Into their systems. If you 
include ~ Installation btlls, many top 
dog systems that win consistently often 
cost more than the vehicles they're in. 

The more shows you go to the more 
enthusWtlc you get about auto sound, 
and ftnally you dectde that you need to 
compete. The bug's bit you and' you're 
Infected. The only cure Is competition. 
But nobodys going to' give you any­
thing free-can you wln7 

That's the questio n w hich went 
through Randy Wilbur's mind when he 
first got started in auto sound. He 
knew that he had the ride: a new tur­
bocharged GMC Syclone truck. He 
knew that he had the desire; and it 
was driving him nuu that he w asn't 
ready for any show. The bucks were 
already being stretched taut. 

Here's where this man's total dedica­
tion to what he wanted would pay off. 
He worked his poor Iltde can orr seven 
days a week to get the money for 
equipment and major InstallatIOn bIIs 
and then went home to work on IIlde 
tweaks like Busbar!, motor fUncdons 
and sound. Sleep was not one all:he 
big INrIgs on his list In tact. when we 
caught up with him It the E.stem 
RegicnaIs In Indlanopalls, he had -. 

VITALS 

VEHICLE ... ..... ""."."."."" ............... 1991 GMC Syclone 
OWNER ............. " .... , ... "., .. ,Randy Wilber of Toledo, OH 
SHOP & INSTALLER . ............... .. .......... ....... BiII Blythe of 

Canadian Audio & Radio 
HEAD UN/TIS} ... ...................... ... ...................... .. Alpine 
PROCESSDR(S) , .. , .. , .. ,. USD, Audio Alchemy, Valley Audio 
AMPLIFIERIS} ........................................................ PPI 
FRONT STAGE ....................... .. .. ... ... ...... . USD, JL Audio 
SUBS ., ............ , .. , .. , .. " ." .. " .". " ." JL Audio in sealed box 
SECURITY ..... ....... .. ...... .. . .............. ............ ..... . .. . Alpine 
SPECIAL ., .. " . . ,."." . . , . . , .. ,.Head-up display, outboard D/ A 

converters, pro sound equipment 

up for almost 30 hours gening ready­
and everything still wasn't the way he 
wanted. 

Randy is a perfectionist and it shows 
in the craftsmanship and ideas in his 
Syclone. The truck itself is pretty close 
to stock except for its Budnik Sprint SC 
wheels. Under the hood there's no 
real mods either. It's the hood that's 
modified with a cowl induction system. 
A Hypertech Stage III chip and 160 
degree thermostat were also put in for 
a bit more performance. Irs carrying 
all th is stereo eqUipment. but there's no 
reason why it shouldn't still run r 4s. 

The first system in the truck was not 
a simple one; in fact. it included much 
of the fiberglass and vinyl work imide 
the cab and in the truck's bed, but it 
wasn't much compared to Randy's lat­
est conception. Today there's a w hole 
lot more going on. and it's all for the 
better because almost all the w o rk 
went into improving the sound! 

Here's basically what the system con­
sists at: an Alpine controller and six-bynmKelly 
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disc changer into an Audio Alchemy 
OTI and DOE, then to USD EOs and 
crossovers, Amplification comes from a 
pair of PPI amps on Jl tens and five­
and-a-quarters with USD waveguides. 
Right o ft th e ba t you can tell that 
there's something more than the usual 
going on here, including a smorgas­
bord of home audio stuff modified to 
work in the r 2 vol t environment. In 
this install there's product quality: but 
irs the implementation that makes the 
critical difference. 

Instead of putting the Alpine 5953 
remote commander in the stock factory 
loca tion, it was mounted in a totally 
custom panel that runs the length of 
the dash. At the touch of a button on 
the remote or in the trUCk. a panel 
motors down to about 45 degrees and 
reveals the commander. Since irs kind 
of low in the dash. a remote volume 
knob (yes, knobs are so much better 
than buttons) was mounted in the cen­
ter console where your hand naturally 
falls. For easy visibility, a 5954 remote 
display unit was mounted in a motor­
ized panel on the driver's side in the 
factory dash-speaker location. It j ust 
pops up out of there and wol1:s as klnd 
of a head-up d iSplay. 

In the stock dash location a Cyber­
dyne fluorescent vacuum tube display 
that tells the user amp voltages and 
temperatures was mounted behind a 

1lIGHf·"" ................. CCMr,... 
irGm lite fh:w to""" ~01"" _af_"" __ _ 
DOE_ On, USD_"" 
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Behind each seat is a It Audio ten in its own 
sealed encfQsure. The custom vinyl W(Wk that 
surrounds it is lirst class. 

piece of smoked glass. It looks like a 
shiny blank piece until ifs turned on 
and then it just glows from behind the 
glass . The glove box was also 
reworked so that there's no longer a 
latch, Instead irs been motorized and 
works with a hidden switch, or the 
alarm remote. 

The Alpine 5957 six-disc;: changer was 
mounted in the center console along 
with switches for the system'S fans. At 
the other end of the console are fuses 
for all the extra electronics that run the 
system. Just above that is the comman­
der in the custom piece that was con­
structed by actually cutting into the 
lower part of the dashboard. Another 
piece was constructed with fiberglass 
and matching factory vinyl to hold a 
pair of USD 6.0 WavegUides. Now the 
'guides look like they were actually 
designed at the factory, and they get 
about an additional f ive inches of 
height that they wouldn't of had jf they 
were just mounted below the dash jlike 
everybOdy else doesl. 

The faclory doors, which have no 
speaker holes. were comp letely 
reworked on the bottom half to hold a 
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In the bad of the bed on the 
right is a dedicaled pump for lhe 
hydraulics liIal operate lhe 
opening and dosing of lhe 
tonneau COVff and a 1001 Itil on 
the left side. 

BELOW · Two pro iWdio pieces, 
the Valley Audio Pro noise gale 
and USD SW3X eledronic 
cro5SOVff, $Iadced on each olher 
in lhe trod bed. 

ered fiberglass runs the width of the 
cab in various flowing shapes that 
incorporate ftiaIon.tIt grill covers. Even 
with all that there's salJ room to recline 
the sealS. If the all the above was the 
full scoop on the vehicle. It would 
already be ror one system. 
You can just III the [lme thae 
went Into 

Randy's case he took a D11 Jitter reduc­
tfon engine and a ODE O/A converter 
and he uses them with a direct dlgltat 
Input right from the Alpine changer 

lhe converters In !he ODE ""'~ .supor1or./ig"1Ir any thai come Inside • 

~r~w~~~~=lring~~]~ 

operate on 12 volts. Other than saying 
it was a pain in the ass, Randy and his 
tech smart installer, Bill Blythe of Cana­
dian Audio, weren't saying much more. 

The analog signal from the Audio 
AJchemy pieces then goes off to a pair 
of USD SW30 eighth octave EOs. A 
separate unit is used for the left and 
right channel. Next is a Valley Audio 
Pro noisegate to help keep system 
noise to a minimum when there's no 
signal. Finally is the USO SW3X three­
way electronic crossover. All three of 
these pieces are converts from the 
home audio indUStry. 

N. the center of the well are the sys­
tem's PhoeniX Gofd distribution blocks 
and wiring. Flanking the center well 
on each side are smaUer wells that hold 
a PPf ampliller. A PPI A600 pclYo'erS the 
system's JL subs and an AX404 uses 
two of Its channefs to drive the rour 
midbass units and the other channels 
tor the Waveguides, AU three wells 
aren't covered In the usual Plexiglas; 
Instead !heY'" covered wI1I1 half Inch. hond cut and _ . _ glass. 

tt and Randy 
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81> Auto Sound & SecurotylNoYcmb", 1994 

operates on hydraulics and has a dedicated pump and 
_ ... ".'Y~'_inders to work it of the A1Rine S070l alarm. 

alarm the command head-up dis-
I , since that"s what irs there for, 

" I 
problems tha relegated 
Eastern Regionals. Since 

it was a hard pill to swallow, 
so mUCh W()(ic:. Regardless. he 

points qualify for the Finals in Dallas; and 
to have a few more upg ad which 

. So for now rm tjghf Ii pe<:l (because 
II said they.d sfioot me if I revealed 

if yoLlre. going to t>e there this Novem-
Randy, he's a contenda. m 
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