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By John Kiewicz 

B
UR()UTS, wFwF:LsTANDs, and 
sunhurns. Just three of the more 
common sights found at the fourth 
(and final) round of the NMCA 
Flowmaster Muscle Challenge 

1993 series held at the Memphis Motor-
sports Park in Memphis, Tennessee. The 
crowd, which came in droves, was treated 
to a wide array of quarter-mile con-
tenders. Whether a vintage 340 Six-Pack 
cruiser or tubbed-out, nitrous-fed big-
block monster, the action was intense. 

As the most packed NMCA event of 
the year, spectators were kept busy with 
racing (both quarter mile and bench), a 
swap meet, manufacturer displays, and a 
car show. There was something for 
everybody. While Friday's activities 
were limited to tech inspection and un-
derhood tuning for most competitors, 
those entered in the Pro Street class 
were put tli rough a grueling ride and 
drive as part of their qualifying for the 
NMCA "Fastest Street Car in America" 
shootout covered by our sister publica-
tion, fbi Rod magazine. Although no 
racing was allowed on Friday, crowds 
packed the stands to see which cars 
could hack the 25-mile cruise. As cars 
rumbled by, fans cheered and did the 
"wave" as their favorite contestant 
passed, thus completing another lap on 
the twisty 1 .77-mile MMP road course. 
Throughout the drive, which consisted 
of both cruising and stop-and-go, contes- 

tants dropped out due to various ail-
ments. A thrown fan belt here, a puking 
radiator there—they all took their toll, 
narrowing the field to 22 competitors. 

Saturday morning festivities started 
early as the crowd packed in. Parts ven-
dors were swamped, food sales were ra-
bid, and NMCA memorabilia was a near 
sellout. In the stands, fathers attempted 
to explain to their children how things 
were in the "good ol' days" as Nostalgia 
Super Stocks screamed down the quar-
ter mile complete with tranny-crashing 
shifts. While drag racing has continually 
advanced with mind-boggling e.t.s, the 
Nostalgia Super Stockers still captivate 
bystanders with their consistently low 
10-second elapsed times. 

Once again the EFI classes proved to 
be a torrid battleground as "holeshot" 
reaction times were the key. With e.t.s 
generally ranging from low-lO's to high-
13's, the crowd never quite knew what to 
expect from any of the stock-appearing 
EFI entrants. While turbo Buick Regals 
dominated at the NMCA Maple Grove 
meet, hordes of 5.0-liter Mustangs 
stepped up to protect their honor this 
time. Four of the eight cars in the final 
round of the EFI classes were indeed 
Mustangs with the fastest posting a blis-
tering time of 9.52 seconds. 

Another popular class, Super Street, 
was a fan favorite with its wheelstanding 
activities. Chevrolet dominated as nine 
of the top 10 qualifiers wore a Bow Tie. 
With the top 10 elapsed times within a  

half second of each other (ranging from 
9.48 to 10.03), you didn't see dad getting 
little Johnny another gut-wrenching 
racer steak (aka hot dog) during this 
popular class of racing. Super Street is 
definitely the class to watch next season. 

A total of 29 cars successfully regis-
tered in the Pro Street class to give their 
best efforts at winning both the $3100 
(awarded to the first "legal" car to run in 
the 7's) bounty and the Fastest Street 
Car title. While nobody within rule 
guidelines snatched up the cash, a win-
ner was determined for the "fastest" ti-
tle. For 1993, Mark Tate has the dubious 
honor of telling friend and foe alike that 
he is the owner/driver of the quickest 
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0 Kevin Duet boils the hides before waging battle against  
another Super Street competitor. This class is quickly be- 

coming the rage among drivers and is loved by the fans for  
its wheelstanding action. 4l Besides being extremely fast,  

most of the cars at the Memphis NMCA event were gor- 'N 
- 

geous. This beautiful '61 Vette, owned by George Poynter, 
 

was running 9.20s at 145-plus mph. € Not all was well in --•- --•- -• -• .--_.. 

racetland on Sunday. Tons of broken engines, locked-up .' 

rearends, and oil-downs played havoc with track officials. -. S 

OResident wild man Rick Dyer leaps off the starting line in  

his Lenco-shifted, Eagle 632-cubic-inch monster. Note the 
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 weekend. Next to a hammer, duct tape has long been recog-  

nized as a racer's favorite tool. And, no, it won't fix broken 
.. As 

rods. ® As each NMCA event progressed, judging in the Edi- . 

tor's Choice car show became increasingly difficult. The 169  

COPO Camaro in the background took home the super huge " ç. .,sifr - - 

Editor's Choise trephy along with a plethora of sponsor-do- . 

nated gifts. With plenty of "factory correct" cars entered, 

this ultra competitive category was almost too close to call. I - The I ii aster 
Muscle ChallengeP1993 "k!I[4. - 
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Overall Eliminator Winners 
Class Driver Car/Engine E.T.@MPH 

Stock Mark Walters '74 455 Trans Am 13.15©105.86 
Top Stock Jim Turner '72 455 Buick OS 11.34©117.47 
Modified Production Kevin Chapman '69 440 Super Bee 9.87©136.21 
Super Street David Henninger '71 402 Camaro 9.56@142.09 
Pro Street Mark Tate '67 570 Camaro 8.28©166.45 
Consolation Tom Hammonds '69615 Camaro 7.76@168.72 
EFI Stock Cliff Sebring '91 135(T) Spirit R/T 14.58© 94.70 
EFI Stock Appearing Mike Kurtz '81 231(1) Regal 12.17©110.01 
EFI Modified John Hamer '89302 Mustang 12.88©105.32 
EFI Super Modified Jon Bennett '90 306 Mustang 9.52@146.38 
Nostalgia SS Donnie Chapman '65 426 Hemi Belvedere 10.51@129.29 

0 This super radical blown '78 Malibu was a crowd favorite all season. Its forced in. 
duction 572-cubic-inch big-block motivates the looks-like-a-brick car to awesome 

I 

top-end speeds, not to mention a respectable 8.73 e.t. that garnered the number five 
seat in the "Fastest" shootout. 0 This front-wheel-jerking 191 GMC Syclone was 
scouted out by CAR CRAFT to be an upcoming "Strip Tech" feature However, after a 
few passes the wheezed V6 blew a head gasket and its chances at a feature. Maybe 
next season we'll catch up to this 10.20-second, Randy Eakins-owned super sleeper. 
0 Problem after problem seemed to plague racers during the weekend action. With 
help from friends, Clinton Cranston got things back together property and later ran a 

' personal best of 988 at 135.60 mph. 0 While not satisfying eligibility requirements 
- ' for the "Fastest Street Car" shootout, Tom Hammonds of the Denver Nuggets did lay 

down a blistering 7.76 e.t., which earned him one of the 10 coveted Flowmaster 7-
second club jackets. Any chance of a CC staffer getting one? 10 During the "Fastest 
Street Car in America" ride and drive, participant Roy Chancy's '82 Camaro caught 
fire. No doubt the front Hot Rod license plate hampered cooling, resulting in an en- 

/ gine meltdown. Take note that a CAR CRAFT plate, besides being much more hand-
some, has never caused such an incident (b Super Street participant Greg Csernai 
had no problem "skying the fronts" during the weekend. On one occurrence, a 
bumper scraping wheelstand resulted in the front end slamming to the ground, dam- 

fl,, 
aging the headers, and tearing off the exhaust system. 
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BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE + BEST WORKMANSHIP + 
BEST MATERIALS + BEST FIT = 

SUPERIOR 
TO OEM 

niuy 
Advantage 

PRESS MOLDED  
CONVERTIBLE TOPS 

CARPET MOST AMERICAN CARS 

15 to 30°.o Heavier Carpet Face Weight than OEM! 
36 oz. Black or 
White Vinyl.  ..... .............. 149 

40 0z. Underpad—Twice as Heavy as OEM! 

Pickups $79 32 oz. Vinyl Colors ....... 159 
From ... . ..................  Double Texture, Durable, 

Full Floor Coverage From . . . 

$99 Stayfast—CaII for Price 
139 Camaros, Firebirds, $94 

Foreign Cars From 

Plastic Rear Curtains From 
S49 

Mustangs, El Caminos From 

Most 1965 & Newer Cars $99 From... Glass Rear Curtains 139 
Pre 1965 Cars From ......... 1O9 WELL LINERS From... 

$39 
CORVETTES, BLAZERS, BOOTS Original Colors F,0J79 
BRONCOS, SUBUR BANS,  
VANS—CALL FOR PRICE 

HEADLINERS  
SEAT UPHOLSTERY • 1928 to 1974 Cars 

Materials MCI $59  
Custom—Tweeds, Vinyls, Velours Most Orig. From . . . 

• 1975 to 1994 Cars CALL FOR PRICE 
Original Colors From MO 

11, HEADLINE 

TRUNK  DASH CAPS $59 HOOD 

Custom Molded From .......... 

BRAS Most Vehicles From 
$79 ILIJOR DOORS 

HEAT & SOUND SHIELD 
CAR COVERS Fibre Tech Pad 
Custom & Semi Custom 
Tyvek & Poly Cotton From .... 

$59 Bonded to 2 Sheets 
Industrial Aluminum, 4' x 6" 25 

DASH COVERS Most Vehicles CUSTOM FLOOR MATS 
Carpet or Velour .................$39 Embroidered, Logo or? From. . . $49 

_______________ CALL 
VISA • MASTERCARD • AM EX 

0_1 ___ 1/800/947-7727 
2633 E. 28TH ST., SUITE 608 

0.  - _1:11 SIGNAL HILL, CA 90806 

1 Year 

To order, write to: 
CAR CRAFT, 

P.O. Box 56095, Boulder, 
CO 80322-6095 

or call: 1 -(800)-800-7697 
Above offer is good in the U.S. only, For all foreign 
subscriptions, add to the above rate the following amount 
(in U.S. funds) to cover surface mail postage: Canada add 
$8.00 (price includes GST). All other foreign add $8 00. 
Allow 4 - 8 weeks for your first issue to be mailed 
Special introductory offer for new 
subscribers only, please. 5BAF7/cc 

street-legal car in the land. For his ef-
forts, he received a plaque, a custom em-
broidered "#1 Fastest Street Car in 
America" jacket donated by C.A.R.S. 
Inc., and his mug shot (or at least a photo 
of his car jerkin' 'em) in both CAR 
CRAFT and lie! Rod magazines. 

Although some entrants in the 
shootout failed to qualify (for whatever 
reason), the NMCA let them run in exhi-
bition grudge matches. The crowd was 
bummed-out that race favorites Monty 
Berney ('55 Chevy 210), Danny Scott ('67 
C.A.R.S. Camaro), and Rick Dyer ('69 
C.A.R.S. Camaro) were ineligible for the 
"show," but the drivers did get roaring 
applause complete with a standing ova-
tion as they wowed spectators with mam-
moth, extra-smoky half track hurnouts. 
James "Augic" McCallie, chief Christmas 
Tree operator, was not amused. 

For 1993, the NMCA quarter-mile ac-
tivities are finished, but expect more 
fender-to-fender racing action in 1994. 
With the tentative addition of two extra 
races in the series (thus making a total of 
six), next year's heated points battle will 
begin in early spring. And yes, the 3100 
bucks will likely he up for grabs again. 
For more information on race dates and 
rules, contact NMCA. Dept. CC, 3404 
Democrat Road, Memphis, TN 38118 
901/365-3779. 
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BIG MONEY RESPONSE 
Place your ad in CAR CRAFT Magctne and reach 
three million 'Do-it-Yourselfers who need your 
product or sernice. Call now to place your ad! 
1-800-231-4053 (U.S.) —  
- - 1-800-521-3151 (Canada) . 

(213) 782-2703 (CaIiornia 
Direct Marketing Disision 

PD. Box 69910, Len Angeles, 005 90069 
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