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By Don Sherman 

Q
NE OF OUR SNOBBISH COMPETITORS in the magazine 
biz recently had the gall to compare a compact pickup 
truck to a Ferrari. Of course it's absurd. It was also deli-
cious reading—to watch a lowly draft horse show its 
heels to a $122,000 Italian stallion during quarter-mile 

acceleration contests. 
Unfortunately, that was the end of the story: Our competi-

tor enlightened its readers as to which machine was quicker, 
but didn't bother to say which was better. We'll finish the sto-
ry for them. 

But first, hang on while we torque up the contest a bit. In 
place of an extra-virgin '92 Ferrari 348 Spyder, we've substitut-
ed a more practical Japanese/American pinch hitter. The 
Dodge Stealth RIT Turbo packs more horsepower (300 vs. the 
Ferrari's 296), and more modern technology in a wrapper 
that's, to our eyes, a solid nine on the exotic-styling scale. More 
to the point, the Stealth costs $32,452, which is expensive but 
less than one-third the price of a factory-fresh Ferrari, and only 
a few installments more than the foil in this comparison test, 
the GMC Syclone Truck. 

Predictably, a few readers are having trouble at this point. 
You don't want to see Ferraris in CAR CRAFT. You're not in-
terested in rice grinders either. Some of you may not grasp the 
concept of a pickup truck compared to a 2+2 sports coupe in 
the same performance-comparison test. 

But hang on to your subscriptions for a minute. Forget,  for 
the time being, the fact that one looks like the shipping crate 
the other one came in. When they're turned upside down, 
these machines are practically identical. 

Both contenders have turbocharged V6 engines. Both use 
full-time four-wheel drive to plant the power into the P"- 
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and a Borg-Warner transfer case divvies 
up the torque in a 35:65 front:rear split. 
Like the Stealth, the Svclone uses a vis- 

tile Fit. Bo th aic, oi all piactical pui)ocs, 
pure two seaters—an entertaining ride 
for the driver and his/her date with little 
room (or cargo capacity) [or freight. 

And, as you'll soon see, each performs 
within it smidgen of the other whether 
the wrestling match is go, stop, or turn. 

So, on with the show. 

In the far corner, we have the E)odge 
Stealth boasting knock-'em-dead styling 
(courtesy of l)odge ) and a full load of ul - 
tra-tcch hardware (courtesy of Mit-

subishi) built to the finest Japanese stan-
dards. tinder the hood, there's a 3.0-liter 
four-cam, 24-valve, 60-degree VÔ with 
twin turbochargers and intercoolers. 
Fuel is delivered by computer-controlled 
port injectors to tuned-length intake run-
ners. The plugs are lit by a distrihutorless 
ignition. Ihe block is a light-weight cast-
iron design crowned with aluminum 
heads. ('ogged belts drive the overhead 
cams and the valves are opened by 
forged-al uminuni rocker arms with nec-
dlc-bcaring pivots and roller tips. Every 
tech trick in the book is packed soiiie- 
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ss he ic uncle! the Stcalt Ii s 1100d.  
Getrag. a noted German transmission 

builder, contributed the five-speed man-
ual transaxle to this engineering exer-
cise. Torque is split via a planetary-type 
center differential in a 45:55 front:rear 
ratio. Viscous-type limited slips are used 
in both the center and rear differentials. 

The I)odge Stealth has other tricks up 
its chassis—four-wheel everything: inde-
pendent suspension, front and rear 
steering. AI3S disc brakes. From the 
cockpit, you can adjust the shock valv-
ing. pick your pleasure in exhaust note, 
and monitor the climate-control system 
on a video screen. 

The Syclone has fewer gizmos, but it's 
no slouch. It makes nearly as much 
horsepower (280 hp vs. the Stealth's 
300), and far more torque (350 lbs-ft. 
versus the Stealth's 307) from a compar-
ativelv crude 4.3-11ter all-iron. 90-degree. 
pushrod V6. One Mitsubishi TDOÔ tur-
bocharger force-feeds air through a sin-
gle water-to-air intercooler on the way 
to a tuned-port intake manifold. 

Other chassis gear is mundane in mod-
ern-car terms but quite sophisticated for 
a truck: disc/drum anti-lock brakes, pow-
ci-as,i1e(f iccirculat ent-hall sleerin. 
and a live axle v itlì scini -elliptic I eat 
spring rear suspension. 

Rubber on the road is surprisingly 
similar. The Stealth's Goodyear Eagle 
tires are slightly lower in profile and 
iiloi.iiit to larger wheels than the 
Syclone's Firestone SVX skins, but tread 
widths are comparable. 

With the formal introductions out of 
the way, let's lace up the gloves and let 
the fracas begin. We conducted accelera-
tion tcsts on a cold, Michigan, winter day 
so intercoolers were working with ut-
most efficiency. The Syclone demon-
t ia t es c n iiieh pile snap off the line to 

dislocate your 

neck. Without 
chirping it tire, the 
black box on shiny 

wheels blasts 
through 60mph in 
5.3 seconds on the 
way to a 14.1-sec-
ond quarter-mile 
print with 94.6 

mph through the 
traps. Product (lii 

Svclones routinclv 
un 13s according 

to dragstrip tiniers. 

I iunching thc 
stick-shift Stealth 

propcil\ Ifl\ ol es abject mechanical 

abuse, so (1011't try this at home. Essen-
tially, rev the engine as high as you dare 
and side-step the clutch. Kinetic energy 
from the Dodge's spinning flywheel cat-
apults the 3800-pound machine into 110-

flon with barely it chirp from the tires. 
(Two or three repeats without a long 
cool down is enough to melt the clutch.) 
In it drag race, a Stealth driven in such 
manner heats the Syclone to the end of 
the quarter-mile by one hundredth of a 
second. Round one—drag-strip acceler-
ation—was, for all intents, a tie. 

That's odd because the two machines 
feel drastically different when driven in 
the "real" world: The Syclone rips as-
plialt like its turbo is permanently on ni-
trous while the Stealth feels tied to a post 
unless its tach needle is tickling the 7001)-
rpm redline. 

To find out how this could be, we stud-
ied three factors: weight, gearing, and 
passing response. 

The first discovery is that the Japanese 
sports coupe outweighs the "crude" 
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American-made truck by 213 pounds! 
At 60 mph in top gear, both the Stealth's 
and the Syclone's engines are loafing at 
2100 rpm. (Super-tall gearing allows 
both manufacturers to skirt the EPA's 
gas-guzzler taxes.) Nail the gas in the 
truck and it automatically drops one or 
two gears to send you on your way. In 
the I)odge, it's necessary to frantically 
stir the cable-operated shift linkage to  

rouse the engine and generate boost. 
In passing acceleration tests, the auto-

matic Syclone wins hands down. Run-
ning from 30-50 mph, the Stealth must 
he in second gear to beat the Syclone's 
hands-off time of 28 seconds: without 
shifting, the Stealth requires over 10 see-
onds for that task (see perform-
ance/specifications chart). It's the same 
story during 50-70 mph passing accelera- 

11)11. Here, the Stealth ha to he in third 
near to nut ilic motoruil the (\h( ': cU 

uu\hiitcd, it spcnd 7.7 ccund dome 
\\ butt  the truck imikes 4.4 ccouik to 

'balk \ eloi\ tip itt' the chtii\ - 

paInted \\ tiidr nc. 
In litndlii . the Stc,11111 \\ofl  

is It dcnlolmstr;Iicd inure cop on I lie 
LiJpJ U.i Ii2nm atid iii rc 

v iii 11 fllUhi 1 N 1)-Il l it l,t hut ct urse 
111u4i ye sims N I.) in iii I. I he t ill  ILA 

ences bctssccn the two aie, however, less 
than appearances would suggest. After 
all, one machine is a crypto-Ferrari, 
while the other one is little more than a 
manure hauler dressed up in Saturday 
night attire. The Syclone is held hack by 
strong understeer at the limit of adhe-
sion and slow steering all of the time. 
The Stealth, on the other hand, sticks 
and steers like a slot car until you ask too 
much and then the rear wheels slide 
v' dc ss ithi IllI be 55 truing. Nevertheless, 

-, 
I he victory in han- 
d ling tests goes to 
the Dodge. That 
ties the score one 
to one. 

Braking tests do 
little to break the 
deadlock. The 
Stealth stops 6 feet 
-.horter from 60 
mph—not a signif-
cant advantage—
while demonstrat- 

- tug a stronger 
propensity for 
brake fade. 

So, the track test 
results dout I po int a linger at a clear win-
ner. The contest comes down to which 
vehicle does the best job painting a per-
manent smile on your face and deliver-
ing the most satisfying kick in the pants. 

Now the choice is easy. The I)odge 
Stealth is cool to he seen in but boring to 
drive unless your threshold of fun is 
playing with the climate-control's video 
screen. The GMC Truck Syclone, on the 
other hand, is a perpetual good-time 
Charlie: always in the mood for games. 
Its favorite prank is embarrassing high-
profile hotshots (like a Stealth in the 
wrong gear) with its remarkable traction 
and off-the-line acceleration. 

The factories have devised some of 
the best special-purpose street machines 
in history. Lately, that art had seemed 
lost until the Syclone came along to re-
vive past traditions. This little black 
truck combines plenty of power with un-
shakable traction and wraps it in the se-
curity blanket of proper engineering 
hacked up by a 36-month warranty. Hav-
ing demonstrated so much pure creativi-
ty with a compact pickup truck, it bog-
gles the mind what GMC might do it' 
given the chance to play with cars. 
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