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SPEED DEMON

is powered by a 4.3-liter Vortec V-6 that
has been equipped with multiport fuel in-
jection, a turbocharger that is capable of
delivering up to 14 pounds of boost and a
water-cooled intercooler that optimizes
intake air density. The power output
specs read 280 horsepower at 4400 rpm
and 360 Ib-ft of torque at 3600 rpm. Cou-
pled with the light weight of the Sonoma
body and chassis, this engine makes the
truck blindingly quick.

Once behind the wheel, we quickly dis-
covered that the Syclone has a dual iden-
tity. There’s a fair amount of turbo lag in
the 4.3. Plus, it’s only available with an
automatic transmission. So during nor-
mal around-town driving, with few op-
portunities for sustained acceleration, we
didn’t fully experience the turbo. In this
mode, the truck acts like a normal 4.3-
equipped Sonoma. However, once the
boost gauge needle starts climbing, it’s
hyperspace time.

Cruising down the highway becomes
an exercise in willpower. You know what
the truck can do, and you find yourself
waiting for opportunities to let it loose.
Seeing a line of semis in front of you on a
steep slope starts your adrenaline pump-
ing. Now is the perfect time to sink your
foot deep into the accelerator pedal, feel
the turbocharger kick into action and ex-
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perience the rush of a patented Syclone
pass that’s over way too soon.

The Rest

Fortunately, though, the Syclone is
more than just a speed demon. In fact,
with four-wheel antilock braking and a
full-time, all-wheel-drive system, it’s the

found our rhythm on a smooth stretch of
winding road, we carved through turns
with exhilarating stability and control.
This feeling was mirrored during the han-
dling tests, where the Syclone performed
like a champ, sticking to the pavement
better than any stock truck we’ve ever
tested.

There were weaknesses in the handling
package of the truck we tested that kept
it from performing at the same world-
class level as the drivetrain. For instance,
the stock GM recirculating-ball steering
system was vague, slow to react and im-
precise. And the truck placed a premium
on smooth driving. Charging hard into a
corner did not inspire confidence in us.
To compensate for this weakness, we
found that corners are best handled by
setting the suspension at the beginning of
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cally advanced
pickup in produc- Syclone Comparison
tion. In addition,
the body has been MODEL 0-60mpH 1/,4-MILE
dropped about 1% (sec.) (sec./mph)
inches to lower the CHEVROLET
truc!('s center of CORVETTE ZR-1 47 13.1/110.0
Sfa‘;}:yv *5"6‘1 low- GMC SYCLONE 4.9 13.6/ 98.6
proiile, -S€ries
Firestone Fire- CHEVROLEY
g CORVETTE L98 COUPE 53 13.9/99.0

hawk tires have e
been mounted on ACURA NSX 54 13.7/103.1
16-inch aluminum PONTIAC 20TH ANNIV.
wheels, enhancing TRANS AM 54 14.2/95.8
the Syclone’s cor- | PORSCHE CARRERA 4 55 13.9/100.4
nering abilities. LOTUS ESPRIT TURBO 5.8 14.4/953

The bottom line
: CHEVROLET CAMARO IROC-Z_ 538 14.4/97.8
is that the Syclone
is also the best PORSCHE 928 GT 59 14.3/99.7
handling stock NISSAN 300ZX TURBO_ 60 14.4/1009
pickup on the FERRARI TESTAROSSA 6.3 14.5/100.7
road. Once we
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the turn and letting it carry the truck
crisply through the turns. The less steer-
ing input needed the better.

In addition, this prototype’s suspen-
sion had been softened slightly to im-
prove normal ride quality. The flip side of
this is that at higher speeds, the truck
overreacted to bumps and road irregular-
ities, sacrificing a degree of overall con-
trol on bumpy or badly maintained roads.
Whether this problem was just a result of
a poorly dialed-in prototype or is inher-
ent in production models remains to be
seen. Of course, we shouldn’t be going
that fast on public roads anyway, right?

The final judgment on the Syclone’s
handling? ““‘Smoothness’ is the key.
When smooth driving techniques are
used on nicely paved roads, it’s a blast.
On ragged pavement, however, you
should play it cool.

Other driving impressions? As might
be expected with four-wheel ABS, the
braking is excellent, giving a firm, pro-
gressive feel, even during a 60-0-mph
panic stop.

In addition, the Syclone’s cab, with
sport bucket seats, a console-mounted
shifter, a thick, leather-wrapped steering
wheel, air conditioning, power windows
and door locks, a tilt steering column and
its sporty, attractive analog instrument
cluster, is both comfortable and user-
friendly.

SPEED DEMON

Overall, we can confidently say that
the Syclone is several notches higher on
the adrenaline scale than any other fac-
tory pickup (as well as most customs)
that we've driven. In fact, we feel that the
Syclone is beyond mere truck compari-

sons. It definitely invites comparison
with some of the best sports cars on the
road, which is what we've done in the
accompanying sidebar ‘“How Fast is
Fast?” The $25,500 sticker price isn't
cheap, but it will buy you a legend. =
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