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' Here’s some more info on the record-breaking Syclone LSR.
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" SR N transmission and back to 3.10:1
came up with the winning run. The ™ —_— rear gears.
GMC Truck Motorsports’ Syclone " A sophisticated Delco Electronics

' LSR, a highly modified GMC Sono- — @ _ GEN Il engine management sys-

' ma Club Coupe pickup truck, flew tem (similar to those used on Che-

| down Bonneville’s black line at just vy Indy-car motors) kept the engine

| over 210 mph. When averaged with running properly, while a Delco te-
a slower pass run against the wind  with a new and improved truck, the lemetry system sent critical engine
a half-hour before, a new Federal Syclone LSR (for land-speed re- information back to Banks’ engi-
International Automobile (FIA) Cate- cord). The basic layout of the LSR neers while the LSR was making its
gory A, Group Il, Class 9 speed is similar to the older ETV: Both record runs.
record was set at 204.145 mph trucks ran with modified 4.3-liter, Underneath the truck, Bell Tech
through the flying mile. 90-degree V-6 engines driving the components lowered the suspen-

This was not the first time GMC rear wheels. The engines were sion to improve aerodynamics. New

Truck had come to the salt with a bored and stroked to displace 5.0 GM-sourced body cladding also
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EXTRA

How about a Mitsubishi by Mercedes-Benz? Or vice versa?

helped make the truck more slip-
pery, and the LSR retained the
ETV’s innovative half-tonneau over
the back half of the bed. These
modifications gave the LSR a slick
.315 drag coefficient.

Surprisingly, the LSR rolls on
street-legal tires. Granted, they are
shaved BFGoodrich Comp T/A
R1s, which are special, competi-
tion-bred tires, but they are DOT
approved radials. The LSR ran on

P205/50ZR15s up front and P255/
60ZR15s in back.

Inside the cab, the LSR bristles
with electronics and safety gear, in-
cluding a full rollicage, Recaro
competition seats with five-point
harnesses and a long aluminum
lever to deploy the braking para-
chute. The S-15’s factory-stock
steering wheel and steering col-
umn—complete right down to the
turn indicator stalk and tilt lever—

seem really out of place.

Banks, Stringfellow and the
whole GMC Truck Bonneville team
were ecstatic about the 210-mph
pass and the new record. “The
truck gave absolutely everything it
had,” Banks told us. “Every little
bit. There was nothing left.”” Banks
said he felt the new record should
stand for quite a while. But if for
some reason it doesn’t, we have a
feeling he’ll be back.
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Mersubishi?
Mitsucedes?

he fact that Mercedes-

Benz and Mitsubishi have
been working together on a sport/utility vehicle
has lead to plenty of speculation about the type
of truck they might produce. Mercedes-Benz
does have experience in this field with its Gelan-
dewagen (not sold in the United States) and Mit-
subishi, of course, has the respectable Montero.
The obvious scenario would be a combination of
the two platforms and, guess what, that's the

plan, according to an article
in Automotive News.

The final plans, allowing
the companies to combine
“both lines into one,” are
extremely close to finaliza-
tion. We hear that the rug-
ged and reliable Montero would contribute the
running gear, while the decidedly upscale G-Wa-
gen (only 10,000 sold annually) would dominate
the sheetmetal department.

The styling of a Mercedes-Benz and the
reliability of a Mitsubishi? Think it will fly? Start
looking up.

Neat Seat

Since they don’t exactly award patents for seat designs every
day, this one really caught our attention. TEA's Design has
a new seat that earned the company a patent for its modular de-

sign. While the base has a bench-seat look, the backs are strict-
ly bucket. Massive side bolsters and lower-back supports give

the seat a

real sporty feel. Using components to build a custom

seat allows for many different types of designs out of a basic
idea. Presently, there are three different styles: the Sport 90,
Koncept 90 and Pro 90. For more information about the TEA’s
Design, Inc., seat call 507/289-0494.
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