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[hinking It
Through

Success lies in
defining the look
before you begin

BY JEFFREY ALLEN

DIAMOND-STAR

YOu are what you drive. And that's why the lure of a personalized
four-wheeled statement has never faded. The good news is that creating
that statement has never been easier. The automotive aftermarket is
overflowing with quality accessories that add performance and visual
snap to even the most basic vehicle.

And speaking of basic, that’s the place to start. Approach your
vehicle as a blank canvas. But before you spend even one dime on parts
and accessories, decide on the whole look you're after. That way the
parts you buy will all work together to convey the look you want.

Sure, we know you’re too cool to buy a small, racing-style steering
wheel and pair it with a fully carpeted dashboard—unless your goal is a
total funkmobile. But there are more subtle choices to be made among
wheels, spoilers, lights and all the other tempting add-on parts. By
keeping in mind the total look, your choices will be more likely to come
together correctly.

The lean, low attitude of an endurance racer was our goal when we
created our designs for a GT/Coupe and GT/Sporttruck of the '90s. For
the GT/Coupe, we started with a base model of one of today’s hot-selling
sport coupes from Diamond-Star, available as a Plymouth Laser, Eagle
Talon or a Mitsubishi Eclipse. For the GT/Sporttruck, we started with a
Chevrolet $-10, but the look would suit any of the current crop of
popular compact trucks.

Go for the highest tech: audio sy;té?l?}
with digital sound processingénd
reminiscent of a race driver/s
radio—a hands-free cellular pr;dhe
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Clearly indicated jacking points are
a must for @ hustling pit crew

p,
#

@ Paintéd-on tire’ rotation arrows look

liké you just pitted for fresh rubber
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looks. We made sure our suspension t,hmces Wi
vehicle to avoid handling and clearance problem .
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tage of the stylmg freedom pamt and decah off
design elements from our favorite race cars
points and tire rotation marks on the sports cou
these elements serve no mechanical function

Borrowing from another styling trend, we rem

CHEVY S-10
GT/ ORTTRUCK
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The dechromed, debddged, monochrome %"“’m
appearande clear;s up the lines and The lowered spension work drops the
makes ¥ 'no- nons’ense statement nose more than‘the tail, giving the
- truck a racing rake rather than the

stance of a low-riding cruiser

Cla\‘su; round driving lamps are
real, ready to illuminate the

Mulsanne Straight at night
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